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Cr-rtain evid'^nce ‘.•'as v/itlJielcl from racnbcrs of thn 
VFarren Con i:;sion, vAich invect abated the aesasoination of President 
isx Joltn P Kennedy, 

And on occasion tnisl»»ading oviciGnce v.'on delifcoratoly 
fed to the corTTlssion. 

This vmo the firm conviction of tha lato Senator 
Hichrjrd Rtissell, Domoemt xxara from Georgia and conmisaion nembora, 
but his fears .vent to the (privo v/ith him when ho died in January 1971 
at the ofje of 73, says Harold '7elsberg', fomcr Senate invosticator, 
author and lonc-tinc critic of tho Warren ronort, in an ast oni njitnf: 
exclusive inteirvievr trf.th the Enquirer, 

Says Woiebcrgt ‘'(Vhen I finally got the transcripts of 
the executive sesaione of the committee that had been top secret, and 
v;hich were declassified in February 1968 » I decided to get in touch 
^vith Senator Ihissell, isdio I Icnew had misgivings wliich v/cre not 
contained in the reoort, 

"I wrote to tho Senator* s office, and his legislative 
assistant Ur Charles Campbell called me in rooponco, 

“Originally all of his end was by phone becaueo I think 

the senator was \voml.ed I was trying to booby-ti^ap him. He •. anted to 

» 

able to stxx preserve deniability. 
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“Put towartla tho end he Tns v;ritiag rao directly, ho waa 
not oven using hio assiotant, becauno ho naw I v/ann*t about to abuse 
his tinzst. 

"I r:ao able to give Canpbell certain information, and I 
vTan called into the senator's office, to tallr to CaapboU further, I thought 

"I did not expect to sec the senator, but Cmpbcll toolc me 
in and introduced me. Senator Husscll was v/alklng over to the floor (of 
the Senate) and ashed me if I*d care to wallc v/ith him. 

"And as v/e '.Talked we talked* Russell was sa'.isfiod 
thero to tdxkajo i '.van a coasniracyj satisfied that ho and the other members 
had been conned on the ballistics evidence! satisfied that the agencies — 
he didn't mention names but it was pretty clear to no that he meant ClA 
and FPI - had not told, the cotfl-tiisolon what they 'aiow about Oswald. 

"I think it's probable that the senator thought there 
waa a Red conspiracy - a view I disagree ^vith, bccauco in ny opinion 
the real Oswald belief was decidedly anti-Communist, 

"But in any event Huaooll was satisfied that on at least 
those throe points ho hod been had* 

"At an early stage he was dubious about t}ie value of 
Marina Ocr.vald's testimony >'n Just about anything, and. he was quoted as 
saving that. He 'was convinced that the commission were never told the 
truth about the Oswalds' life together in Russia* 

"ITor did he over accept the "single bullet" theory - 
the com ‘.iesion's contention tlmt the oa>ie ballet hit President ’Kennedy 
.'’nd Covenior JoJui Connally, 
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"The Qonator forrsly oTajocted to the corral aai on 'o 
categorical otatonont that there had hcen no conspiracy to aBcaasinate 

President Kennedy. 

“Ke said it gave the isipression that 'no other sjhtsses 
living person had Iraowledgo* of Os\?ald*D plan. Ko wonted tho report 
to go no further than ua^/ing Oswald fired the h shots that Icilled 

President KejaneOy and v/orindcd Goveroor Connally. 

"Russell raised these objoctiono at a special executive 
session on Sept ember 18, when tho report was x3fcready to go to the 
pi*intors and the pego proofs were only a wcelc ayvny from being on Lyndon 



Johnson's desk. 

Sabt '*!irhe reason the session was called was bocixusc 



P-usfiiGll and possibly a couple of tho other coninlseion members were not 
in agreement with certain parts of the report, end they wanted to 
thrush that out. 

"Cfilef JuBtiec V/arren was determined he vms going to have 
” a unanimous report, so rather than allowing Russell to have an aterisk, 
and then down at the bottom of tho nngo *Senator Russell dissents as 
follov/s...*, a disclaimer sentence was inserted at Russell's insistence. 

"It said: 'becaue of the difficulty of proving negatives 



to a certainty the possibility of others being involved ;.vith either 
Os?nld or Ruby cannot be established categorically, but if there is any 



such evidence it h:is been beyond the reach of all the investigative 



agencies and rocoureoa of the United States 



and has not come to the 



attention of this com-lGsion' . 
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'*But oven hcre^” oays V/eiobor^j "IiUCselX v;as connsd.. 

The dicsclaiaor v/ao only inserted in a later chanter. It wac not put 
into Chapter 1, t also served as 

tlio coJEiiissloTi^s press release# So the stories that appeared la 
papers roijuid tho world hod no mention of Russell’s fears# 

**3‘Orao j^cTs after that executive session I v/us able 

to give the senator infomation that really shocked him# 

**A transcript of every neetin<r of the corariiisolon was 

*♦ *’ 

taken by a renorter# «?ith tho exception of the first two meetings, 

TThosG nlintcn Trero taken by a reporter from tho D.S. attorney’s office* 
cveiy laeeting was attonod by the reporting fira of 7ard and Paul* who 

delivei^d the ailnutes the following day* 

"But not that last noetino on Septcaaber 2.8* vvhen the 

records of tho paycionta to Ward and Paul bocane declassified in 
February 1368 I got copies* and there was no payment to a court reporter 

that day* 

“There was not even a court reporter there that day* 

■ But the raembors of the cormisaioa did not Imow that. They thought a 
treoiacript v;as being made for the future^ bo they recorded their 
objections at tho mocting. They v«mted to pi-eaeiye their own 

renutations and their ovm integrity* 

"But instead of the minutes of that meeting being 

taken do'.ra by s reoorter and issued the next day, a document purporting 
to be minutes of tha meeting, was sent out to tho commission uombero 
on IJoveubar 5, almost six weeks after tlie report was ptibliohed, from 
general counsel Lee laiikin'a office* 
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"The docvnaent vrxs not the minutoa of the Doetint*. At boat 



it v;aa a. synopsis of p«Tt of the meeting — whom to give leather bound 
copies of the report to*, a windir*g up of the business affairs of the 
conriiasion, and things like that. Tl'.ore rm.s no mention of nny objections 

boing msde* 

"I brought tMa to Senator Russell’s attention, and on I said 
before, he vma veiy shocked. Bit still he had a hope. He said that 
por}>npa the national archives did have the original tranocript and v«>rc 

not letting me see it. 

"I got in touch with the archives and they told me that the 

document I had - the one that had boon sent from the general counsel’s 

office - was the only minute of the meeting. 

"Then EusacU realised that the record he had left for 



posterity, the record of what his beliefs were, had been destroyed. 

"Ke would never have taled about this in public. It was 
too big a scandal, and he ^tos too dedicated to govemnent. Governraent 
insiders never v?ant scandals exposed. They vrlll irant and rave about 
^hca privately, but they will be totally silent in public. 

"3hon the senator finally accepted k that what I was telling 
him was the ti-uth*, he \vas absolutely’ shaken, he could not believe it. 

"I would say the political significance of there being no 
transcript of that meeting vdien it vraa known that the mombers were going 
to record their objections for history and posterity was much more 
nersuasive to a politician like ’hassell than all the facts I could have 



put in his hand. 



(more) 
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"I caonot injvjlnG cmy clocumontjury proof I could have given 
Mr that could have meant as much to a nan who had opent his lifetime 
in politics. 

“Cei*tainly it is ray belief that this revelation c’uuiged 
the senator. 

"I gave him the information in Jvme of 1968. The following 
October the Associated Press reported that the com lunlcation lines 
botweoa Presid'^nt Lsmdon Jo}mr.on and Senator thisscUy one of the 
president *3 oldest friends and advisers, had boon broken. 

"The nows ser/lce sold it had been more than three months 
since the two men had had a difference of opinion over a matter that 

Russell did not oven dlscusa with Ills friends. 

"I think the significant things is that while Russell did 
not break his friendship with Johnson after he Tjao appointed to tlio 
connisoion much fjgalnst his wishes, the close association between 
the two raen which went back almost 20 years to Johnson's freshman 
senator days was ruptured vsTy soon after Russell discovered that 
■ he hdd been duped". 



(ends) 



add welsberg. 

'.Volsberg is the a'<thor of Whitewash, Whitov/ash 11, 
Photographic YhiltevTash and Oswald in N>w Oi'lcims. He is v/orklng on 
a book tentatively called Agent Oswald. lie lives in Frederick, 
Iilaryltmd. 
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